
                                 OPNAVINST 3710.7S
                                 N789J3 
                                 15 November 2001

OPNAV INSTRUCTION 3710.7S

From:  Chief of Naval Operations

Subj:  NATOPS GENERAL FLIGHT AND OPERATING INSTRUCTIONS

Encl:  (1) NATOPS General Flight and Operating Instructions

1.  Purpose.  To issue enclosure (1) that provides policy and procedural guidance applica-
ble to a broad spectrum of users and complements individual NATOPS manuals.

2.  Cancellation.  OPNAVINST 3710.7R.

3.  Background.  The Naval Air Training and Operating Procedures Standardization
(NATOPS) Program is a positive approach toward improving combat readiness and
achieving a substantial reduction in the aircraft mishap rate.  Standardization, based
on professional knowledge and experience, provides the basis for development of
sound operating procedures. The standardization program is not intended to stifle
individual initiative, but rather to aid commanding officers in increasing their unit’s
combat potential without reducing command prestige or responsibility.

4.  Reproduction.  Duplication of this publication for other than military use, without
specific authority of the Chief of Naval Operations, is not authorized.

5. Instructions.  All instructions that are cited in the text are listed (with their current
suffixes) in Appendix C.

6. Reports and Forms.  Reports and forms required by this instruction are listed on pages
xxi and xxii.

M.J. McCABE
Director, Air Warfare
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(Navy Department) (less A2A (CNR, only), A3, A5 and A6) 
(Department of the Navy Staff Officers (CNR, only)) (3) 
(Headquarters U.S. Marine Corps) (27) 
(Special Agencies of DOD Requiring Direct 
Distribution of Navy Publications and Directives 
(Less B2D Atlanta, B5 and 86) 
(U.S. Coast Guard) (10) 
(Other Government Agencies) (FAA, only) (2) 
(Fleet Commanders in Chief) 
(Fleet Commanders) (2) 
(Force Commanders) (2) 
(Special Force Commander EUR) 
(COMARSURVECFORSIXTHFLT, only (3) 
(Naval Reserve Force Commander) (8) 
(Type Commanders) (less 24A, 24D and 24J) 
(Naval Air Force Commanders) (20) 
(Surface Force Commanders) (2) 
(Fleet Marine Force Commands) (7) 
(Amphibious Group) 
(Beach Group) 
(Operational Test and Evaluation Force) 
(Fleet Coordinating Group) 
(Explosive Ordnance Disposal Mobile Unit, Group and Detachment, PAC) 
(Fleet Area Control and Surveillance Facility) 
(Fleet Imaging Command, Center Facility and Detachment) 
(Mobile Mine Assembly Group and Unit) 
(Command and Control Warfare Group and Detachment) 
(Tactical Training Group) 
(Carrier Group) (2) 
(Cruiser-Destroyer Group) (2) 
(Surface Group and Force Representative) 
(Destroyer Squadron) 
(Combat Logistics Squadrons) 
(Amphibious Squadron) (2) 
(Guided Missile Cruiser) (CG) (2) 
(Aircraft Carrier (CV), (CVN) (14) 
(Destroyer (DD) 963 Class) 
(Guided Missile Destroyer (DDG)) (2) 
(Guided Missile Frigate) (FFG 7) 
(Amphibious Command Ship) (LCC) 
(Amphibious Transport Dock) (LPD) 
(Amphibious Assault Ship) (LHA) (LPH) (2) 
(Dock Landing Ship) (LSD) (2) 
(Multi-Purpose Amphibious Assault Ship) (LHD) 
(Ammunition Ship) (AE) 
(Combat Store Ship) (AFS) 
(Fast Combat Support Ship) (AOE) 
(Miscellaneous Command Ship) (AGF) (2) 
(Area Commander, MSC) (COMASCPAC, only) (2) 
(Naval Aviation) (12) (Less 42B, 42D, 42K, 42L, 42N, 42P, 42Q, 42R, 42S, 42T, 42U, 
42W, 42X, 42Z, 42BB, 42CC, 42DD, 42GG) 
(Fleet Air Command EUR) (Aeromedical Safety Unit) 
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Distribution (continued): 
SNDL       42B2         (Functional Wing Commander PAC) (6) 

42B3         (Functional Wing Commander Reserve) (7) 
42D           (Fleet Aviation Specialized Operational Training Group) (55) 
42E           (Type Wing Commanders) (3) 
42J            (Carrier Air Wing (CVW)) 
42L1         (Fighter Squadron) (VF) (12) 
42N           (Air Anti-Submarine Squadron) (VS) (Less VS41 (12) 
42N           (Air Anti-Submarine Squadron) (VS) (VS-41) (45) 
42P           (Patrol Wing and Squadron) (VP) (VPU) (Less PATWING 2, VP-22, VP-30, and VP-46) 
                  (15) 
42P            (Patrol Wing and Squadron) (VP) (PATWING 2) (42); (VP-22) (30); (VP-30) (100);    

(VP-46) (24) 
42Q           (Fleet Logistic Support Wing and Squadron) (Less 42Q3, VRC-50) (15) 
42Q3         (Fleet Logistics Support Wing and Squadron, Reserve) (VR) (8) 
42R           (Fleet Composite Squadron) (VC) (12) 
42S           (Air Test and Evaluation Squadron) (VX), (Antarctic Development Squadron (VXE) (20) 
42T           (Tactical Air Control Group and Squadron) (VTC) (3) 
42U           (Helicopter Combat Support Squadron) (HC) (12) (Less HC-3, HC-6, HC-I I, and HC-8) 
42U           (Helicopter Combat Support Squadron) (HC) (HC-3) (20); (HC-6) (40); (HC-Il ) (25);

(HC-8) (30) 
42W          (Helicopter Mine Countermeasures Squadron) (HM) (10) 
42X           (Fleet Air Reconnaissance Squadron) (VQ) (Less VQ- 1, VQ-2, VQ-3, and VQ-4) 
42X           (Fleet Air Reconnaissance Squadron) (VQ) (VQ-I and VQ-2) (30); (VQ-3 and VQ-4) (45) 
42Z           (Electronic Attack Squadron) (VAQ) (Less VAQ-129) (12) 
42Z           (Electronic Attack Squadron) (VAQ) (VAQ-129) (30) 
42BB        (Helicopter Anti-Submarine Squadron) (HS) (Less HS-1. and HS-10) (12) 
42BB        (HelicopterAnti-Submarine Squadron) (HS) (HS-I and HS-10) (30) and (HS-6) (10) 
42CC        (Helicopter Anti-Submarine Squadron, Light) (HSL) (Less HSL-30, HSL-40 and HSL-41)

(20) 
42CC         (Helicopter Anti-Submarine Squadron, Light) (HSL) (HSL-30) (35); (HSL-40 and       

HSL-41) (50) 
42DD        (Carrier Airborne Early Warning Squadron) (VAW) (Less VAW-120) (12) 
42DD        (Carrier Airbome Early Warning Squadron) (VAW) (VAW-I 10 and VAW-120) (30) 
42FF         (Strike Fighter Weapons School) 
42GG        (Strike Fighter Squadron) (VFA) (24) 
42HH        (Helicopter Combat Support Special Squadron) (10) 
42XX        (Fighter Squadron Composite Reserve (VFC)) 
45A1         (Fleet Marine Force Commands) (2) 
45A2         (Marine Expeditionary Force) (4) 
45B           (Marine Division) (12) 
45O           (Light Antiaircraft Missile Battalion and Headquarters and Service Battery) 
45Q           (Division and Service Support Group and Battalion) 
45T           (Air Naval Gunfire Liaison Company, FMF) 
45V           (Expeditionary Brigade and Unit) (2) 
46             (Fleet Marine Force-Aviation) (Less 46B, 46C1, 46J, 46MI, 46M2, 46P2, 46P4, 46R, 46S, 

46T) (5) 
46B           (Aircraft Wing) (CG, Second MAW, only) 
46C1         (Aircraft Group) (Less MAG-24, MAG-12, MAG-14, MAG-I l, MAG-36, and MAG-29) 

(12) 
46C1          (Aircraft Group) (MAG-12 and MAG-14) (45); (MAG-24) (35); (MAG-29) (22, 12 for-

NAOS); (MAG-36) (20) (MAG-16) (50) 
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Distribution (continued): 
SNDL       46J            (Air Control Squadron) (MACS-2, only) (4) 

46MI         (Headquarters and Headquarters Squadron) (10) 
46M2        (Marine Aviation Logistics Squadron) (MALS-16, only) 
46P2         (Helicopter Squadron) (5) (Less HMLA-267 and HMM-265) 
46P2         (Helicopter Squadron) (HMLA-267) (50); (HMM-265) (10) 
46P4         (Helicopter Training Squadron) (Less HMT-204, HMT-302 and HMT-303) (10)  

(HMT-301) (15) 
46P4         (Helicopter Training Squadron) (HMT-204) (30); (HMT-302) (35); 

(HMT-303) (60) 
46R           (Marine Wing Support Squadron) 
46S           (Air Traffic Control Squadron) (6) 
46T           (Training Squadrons) (35) 
50              (Unified and Specified Commands) (2) 
Cl              (Naval Personnel at Army Activities) (2) 
C2             (Naval Personnal at Air Force Activities) (2) 
C25A        (OPNAV Support Activity Detachment) (Ft. Detrick) 
C3             (Naval Personnel at DOD or other Government Agencies) 
C5             (Military Assistance Advisory Groups) (Less C5G Netherlands) 
C5G          (Office of Defense Cooperation Netherlands, only (2)) 
C6B          (Military Groups) (Quito, Ecuador, only) 
C7             (U.S. Defense Attache Offices) (London, only) (10) 
C40           (Shore-Based Detachments Meteorology & Oceanography) 
C43A        (Security Group Detachments) 
C49B        (Scientific and Technical Group) 
C58J         (Air Maintenance Training Group Detachment) (30) (NAMTRADET Cecil Field (66)) 
C84C        (Sea Logistics Center Detachments) 
C84D        (Undersea Warfare Center Detachments) (2) 
C4C          (Finance Center) 
E3A          (Laboratory Research) 
E7A          (Audit Service) 
FA6          (Air Station LANT) (15) (Less NAS Jacksonville, NAS Keflavik, and NS Norfolk) 
FA6          (Air Station LANT) (NAS Jacksonville and NAS Keflavik) (30); (NS Norfolk) (50) 
FA7          (Station LANT) (12) 
FA30        (Weapons Training Facility LANT) 
FA47        (NAVHOSP) (Portsmouth, VA, only) 
FA49        (Medical Clinic LANT) 
FB6           (Air Facility PAC) (15) 
FB7           (Air Station PAC) (24) 
FB10         (Station PAC) 
FB34         (Fleet Activities) 
FB44         (Missile Range Facility) (5) 
FB48         (Support Facility PAC) 
FB58         (Hospital/Medical Center PAC) (Okinawa, only) 
FB60         (Medical Clinic PAC) 
FC4           (Air Facility EUR) (United Kingdom (40)) 
FC7           (Station EUR) (12) 
FC11         (Security Force Company Marine Corps, EUR) 
FC14         (Air Station EUR) (22) 
FC16         (Medical Clinic EUR) 
FC17         (Hospital EUR) 
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Distribution (continued): 
SNDL       FD            (Shore Activities under the Command of COMNAVMETOCCOM as delegated 

by the CNO) (Less FD2 and FD4) 
FD2          (Naval Oceanographic Office) 
FD4          (Ice, Meteorology , and Oceanography Center) (Naval Ice Center, Suitland, MD, only) 
FE4           (Security Group Activity) (4) 
FF5           (Safety Center) (20) 
FF6           (Observatory, Naval) 
FF8           (Inspection and Survey Board) (Washington, DC, only) 
FF38         (Naval Academy) (30) 
FF42         (SCOL Postgraduate) (20) 
FF44         (Naval War College) (2) 
FF72         (Medical Clinic, Naval Academy) 
FG6          (Computer and Telecommunications Area Master Station) (Guam, only) 
FH1          (Medicine and Surgery) (Code 02T, 03, 03C, 3C13, 3CI, and 3C12 only) (5) 
FHI5         (Environmental and Preventative Medicine Unit) (2) 
FH18        (Operational Medical Institute) (20) 
FJA9         (Enlisted Personnel Management Center) 
FJAl0        (Manpower Analysis Center) 
FJA4A1    (Recruiting District) (3) 
FKA1A     (Air Systems Command) (00, 1.0, 4.0, 5.0, 6.0) (10); (5.OF) (30) 
FKA1C     (Facilities Engineering Command) (0662B, only) 
FKA8F2   (Program Management Office) (8) 
FKN1       (Facilities Engineering Command Division) (3) 
FKP1E      (Undersea Warfare Center and Divisions) (Newport) (Code 3825, only) 
FKP4A     (Coastal Systems Station) (Dahlgren Division) 
FKP4E      (Surface Warfare Center) (Dahlgren) (Indian Head only) 
FKP21      (Sea Logistics Center) (4) 
FKR1A     (Air Station NAVAIRSYSCOM) (20) 
FKR1B     (Aviation Depot) (10) 
FKR1C     (Marine Aviation Detachment NAVAIRSYSCOM) (10) 
FKR6A     (Air Warfare Center Aircraft and Training Systems Division) 

(Patuxent River (20); Indianapolis (3); and Trenton (2), only) 
FKR6B     (Air Warfare Center Weapons Division) (Point Mugu, only) (10) 
FKR6C     (Air Weapons Station) (25) 
FKR6DI    (Naval Test Wing Atlantic) (10) 
FKR6D2   (Naval Test Wing Pacific) (10) 
FKR6E     (Naval Strike Aircraft Test Squadron) (30) 
FKR6F      (Naval Rotary Wing Aircraft Test Squadron) (30) 
FKR6G     (Naval Force Aircraft Test Squadron) (3) 
FKR6H     (Naval Test Pilot School) (30) 
FKR6I       (Naval Weapons Test Squadron) (30) 
FR3           (Air Station) (Less NAS Willow Grove and NAS Dallas) (12) 
FR3           (Air Station) (NAS Willow Grove) (33); (NAS Dallas (22) 
FR4           (Air Facility NAVRESFOR) (12) 
FR5           (Air Reserve) (12) 
FRIO         (Reserve Center) (Omaha, only) (12) 
FR14         (Air Reserve Center) (16) 
FSI            (Intelligence) (5) 
FTI            (Chief of Naval Education and Training) (12) 
FT2           (Air Training) (30) 



OPNAVINST 3710.7S 
15 NOVEMBER 2001 

 6 

Distribution (continued) 
SNDL       FT6           (Air Station CNET) (25) (Less NAS Corpus Christi, NAS Kingsville, TX and 

NAS Whiting Field 
FT6           (Air Station CNET) (NAS Corpus Christi) (250); (NAS Kingsville) (41); 

(NAS Whiting Field) (400) 
FT9           (Aviation Museum) 
FT10         (Aviation Schools Command) (26) 
FT12         (Air Maintenance Training Group) (3) 
FT13         (Air Technical Training Center) (4) 
FT16         (Marine Aviation Training Support Group, CNET) (65) 
FT22         (Fleet Combat Training Center) 
FT24         (Fleet Training Center) (FTC, San Diego (3)) 
FT28         (Education and Training Center) 
FT39         (Technical Training Center) (Meridian) (60) 
FT43         (Surface Warfare Officers School Command) 
FT45         (SCOL Explosive Ordnance Disposal) 
FT46         (Fleet Anti-Submarine Warfare Training Center) 
FT51         (Mine Warfare Training Center) 
FT65         (Fleet Intelligence Training Center) 
FT74         (Naval Reserve Officers Training Corps Unit) 
FT78         (Education and Training Professional Developmental and Technology Center ) 
FT79         (Flight Demonstration Squadron) (Blue Angels) (5) 
FT90         (Training Air Wing) (6) (Less Training Air Wing 5) 
FT90          (Training Air Wing) (Training Air Wing 5) (425) 
FT9I          (Training Squadron) (12) (Less TRARON 7, and TRARON 10) 
FT 91         (Training Squadron) (TRARON 7) (70); (TRARON 10) (100) 
FT108        (Hospital Medical Center PAC) 
FU1           (Administrative Unit) 
FW1          (National Naval Medical Center) 
FW4          (Medical Clinic NDW) 
V3              (Marine Corps Air Base Commanders) (12) 
V4              (Marine Corps Air Facility) (Less MCAF Quantico) (6) 
V4              (Marine Corps Air Facility) (MCAF Quantico) (30) 
V5              (Marine Corps Air Station) (Less MCAS Beaufort) (25) 
V5              (Marine Corps Air Station) (MCAS Beaufort) (35) 
V11            (Marine Corps Institute) (2) 
V12            (Combat Development Command Marine Corps) 
V15            (Marine Corps District) (Garden City, Philadelphia, only) 
V16            (Marine Corps Base) 
V22            (Marine Corps Aircraft Group) (10) 
OPNAV     (N765, N789E, N781 D, N413T, N78OE4, N785F, N780F, N789J3, (100), N5 1, N63) 
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Copy to: 
(8th Flying Training Squadron, 756 Elam Road Suite 102, Vance AFB, OK 73705-5308) (14) 
(Airfield Operations Office, Lawson Army Airfield, Fort Benning, GA 31905) (2) 
'Air Force Plant Representative, Hughes Aircraft Co, Culver City, CA 90230) 
(Base Operations Officer, Naval Marine Corps Auxiliary Landing Field, Bogue, Newport, NC 28500) 
(Commander, 7240th Support Squadron, APO New York 09085) 
(Commander, Naval Air Systems Command (PMA205-1D3)) (3) 
(Defense Contract Administration Services Management Area Wichita, Wichita Mid- 

Continental Airport Terminal Building, Wichita, KS 67209) (3) 
(Defense Logistics Agency, Defense Plant Representative Office, IBM Corporation, 
Route 17C Bldg 901A, D14, Owego NY 13827-1298) 
(Defense Logistics Agency, Defense Plant Representative Office, Grunian St. Augustine 

P.O. Box Drawer 3447, St. Augustine, FL 32085-3447) (2) 
(Department of Defense Joint Air Reconnaissance Control Center, NAS Boca Chica, 

Key West, FL 33040) (2) 
(Division of Military Application, Atomic Energy Commission, 

Germantown, MD 20767) (2) 
(FAA (AAT-21), 800 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20591) 
(Headquarters, Aerospace Maintenance and Regeneration Center (AFLC) Davis Monthan 

Air Base, Arizona 85707) 
(Headquarters, USAF Logistics Command (XOOS), Wright Patterson AFB, OH 45443) 
(Headquarters, U.S. Army, 5001 Eisenhower Ave., Alexandria VA 22333) (2) 
(Headquarters, U.S. Army, Aviation Center, ATZQ-ES-FS, Ft. Rucker, AL 36362) (10) 
(Headquarters, 4440th Tactical Fighter Training Group, Nellis AFB, NV 89191) 
(Joint War Games Agency, OJCS, Washington, DC 20390) 
(Marine Corps Combat Development Command (C4614A), 2008 Elliot Road, 

Quantico, VA 22134-5029) 
(Navy Marine Corps Auxiliary Landing Field, Bogue, Newport NC 28570) 
,Navy Training Support Unit, C/O Reflectone Training Systems, P.O. Box 21869 

Waco, TX 76702) 
(NASA, Wallops Island, VA 23337) 
(National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, NOAA Corps, NC2, 

6010 Executive Blvd., Rockville, MD 20952) (3) 
(Navy Air Logistics Office, 4400 Dauphine St., New Orleans, LA 70146-7500) 
(Office of the Surgeon General, Code SGP AAF, Forrestal Building, 1000 

Independence Ave., Washington, DC 20314) 
(Officer in Charge, Navy Management Systems Support Office Detachment, Pacific, Naval Station, 
Box 368217, 3075 Eel Alley, San Diego, CA 92136-5183) 
(SECNAV/OPNAV Directive Control Office Washington Navy Yard Bldg. 36 

901 M Street SE Washington DC 20374-5074) (25 copies) 
(Senior U.S. Naval Officer, 301 Maritime Air Squadron, C/O Navy Section, JUSMMAT, 

APO New York 09324) 
(Sabreliner, C/O Tracor Flight Services Inc., P.O. Box 33213, NAS 

Pensacola, FL 32508-33213) (3) 
(USAFE (DOOT), APO New York 09633) 
(U.S. Coast Guard Safety Center, 2100- 2nd St. SW, Washington, DC 20593) 
(USMC Tactical Electronic Warfare Squadron 1, Ist Marine Aircraft Wing, FMF 

Pacific, Unit 82303 FPO AE 09503-9208) 
(U.S. Naval Security Group-Activity, Sabana Seca, FPO AA 34053) 
(USN Exchange Officer, HS-817 Squadron, RAN Base NOWRA, Unit 11020, APO AP 96554) 


